
The sample is made from a 

pack of Eight OAKSHOTT fat 

quarters (27 x 19½ inches) 

plus a metre of a batik.  
 

Press fabrics before cutting  
 

From each fat quarter cut: 

Five pieces; 8 x 7 inches 

Thirteen pieces; 8 x 1¾ in. 
 

From the metre of batik cut: 

Twelve pieces; 8 x 7 inches 

Twenty-six pieces; 8 x 1¾ in. 

Two pieces; 7 x 7 inches 

- - - - - - - - alternatively - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

You can make an equally  

nice version using eleven 

standard quilters’ fat quarters 

(22 x 19½ inches) plus a 

metre of batik. 
 

From each fat quarter cut: 

Four pieces; 8 x 7 inches 

Ten pieces; 8 x 1¾ inches 
 

From the metre of batik cut: 

Eight pieces; 8 x 7 inches 

Twenty pieces; 8 x 1¾ in. 

Two pieces; 7 x 7 inches 
 

This free pattern was prepared and printed by Helen Butcher for the 

Modern Quilt Group of The Quilters’ Guild of the British Isles. Feel free to 

pass it around and make quilts for friends, family or charity, but please 

do not sell it or run classes based on it without permission.     

www.littlepatchpockets.co.uk 

 

The Quilters’ Guild of the British Isles Tel 01904 613242. Registered 

Office: St Anthony’s Hall, Peasholme Green, YORK YO1 7PW  

Registered in England and Wales as a charity no. 1067361 and a 

company limited by guarantee no. 3447631  

Registered as a charity in Scotland no. SCO43174 

MODERN QUILT GROUP  
part of The Quilters’ Guild of the British Isles  

RATTLE LAP QUILT 
Finished size approximately: 48 x 60 inches 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

by Helen Butcher 
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8 x 7 inches 

cut thirteen 
 

pieces  
 

8 x 1¾ 

inches 

s
a
v
e
 f
o
r 

b
in

d
in

g
 

OAKSHOTT fat quarters – cutting diagram 
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cut ten pieces  
 

1¾ x 8  inches 

cut four 

pieces  
 

7 x 8 inches 

Standard fat quarters – cutting diagram 



All seams are made by placing fabrics Right Sides Together (RST) and 

sewing a scant ¼ inch from the edge. Please read all through instructions 

before starting 

Following the directions on the back cover, cut a total of one hundred and 

thirty (130) strips 8 x 1¾ inches and fifty-two (52) plain rectangles 8 x 7 

inches. 

1. Take five different narrow 

strips at random and sew them 

together to form a panel. Press 

the seams away from the light 

colours wherever possible. 

2. Take two different plain 

rectangles and place in a pile all 

right sides up, with the pieced 

panel on top, line up the sides as 

closely as possible. 

3. With a rotary cutter and ruler, 

make two angled cuts across the 

pile, as shown right; push down 

firmly to ensure all layers are cut 

together.  

4. Separate the three piles and 

lay out the pieces to form three 

separate blocks – see below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Working on one block at a time, stitch the three pieces back together. 

Press the seams away from the section of pieced panel each time. Stitch 

the other two blocks together in turn. 

6. Repeat steps 1 to 5 another twenty-five times to make a total of 

seventy-eight (78) blocks.  

7. When all the blocks are made, 

check the size of every one 

before you decide what size to 

trim them to. You should be able 

to get at least a 6½ inch square 

from each block. If you have 

been particularly accurate with 

your cutting and piecing you 

might get 6¾ inches square. As 

long as you trim all seventy-eight 

blocks to the same size, they will 

fit together perfectly. 

8. Trim the two 7 inch squares of batik fabric to the same size as your 

trimmed blocks. These will make your total number of blocks up to eighty. 

9. Lay out your blocks in ten rows of eight in a pleasing way. Stitch the 

rows together and press the seams in each row in opposite directions 

10. Pin rows together, matching each intersecting seam carefully, and 

stitch. Press these long seams – you might find it useful to snip the seams 

every so often to let the blocks with lots of cross-seams lie flat. 

11. Layer your completed and carefully pressed 

quilt top with a piece of batting (1 inch bigger all 

round than the top) and backing (1 inch bigger 

all round than the batting), pin thoroughly and 

quilt as desired. I kept the quilting very simple 

by stitching a grid to start with following the 

edges of the blocks to hold everything together, 

then with a series of wobbly lines from top to 

bottom – approximately 1 inch apart.  

13. Trim finished quilt to edge of blocks 

12. Use the leftover pieces of fabric and batik to make a long strip for 

binding – 2½ inches wide and at least 220 inches long. Press the joining 

seams open and then press the strip in half along its length, wrong sides 

together. Visit the Modern Quilt Group website on www.mqgb.org.uk 

for instructions on binding a quilt.  

 

plain rectangle 1 

pieced panel 

plain rectangle 2 

 

 

 


